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The Season of Wonder 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year”, 

comes the tune across our radios, iPod’s and 

in the malls.  It really is a wonderful time, if 

we allow it to be.  But the wondering we 

most often do is at the busyness, fullness and 

costliness of the season.  If the season is so 

wonderful, we wonder, why does it need to 

be quite this way?  This wondering is com-

pounded by the many relational obligations 

you and I  will try our best but so often fail to 

keep.  Sadly, the season from Thanksgiving 

through Christmas isn’t always so wonderful 

after all.  

But why should it be any different? 

The reality is that this season is simply a highly 

condensed version of how so many live their 

lives for the other eleven months of the year, 

wandering through an over-scheduled, 

stretched and expensive life, wondering 

what’s wrong and why life needs to be quite 

this way.  

This kind negative wonder is that all 

too familiar obsessive line of questioning like 

“I wonder why life needs to be like this?” or 

“I wonder how I’ll get out of this mess?” and 

the classic “I wonder what I did to deserve 

this?” 

Let me suggest another way, not of 

merely enduring the “most wonderful time of 

the year” but replacing its anxious wandering 

with authentic wondering.  For true wonder 

can mark the beginning of a whole new life.   

Positive wonder re-orients us, and 

requires us to take a step back, and create the 

space and time to wonder anew.  To ponder 

the awesome love and grace of a compassion-

ate God:                                                

“Take a good look at God’s wonders—they’ll 

take you’re your breath away.”  (Psalm 66:5, the 

Message.) 

 

A Prayer for Wonder 

Awaken, O Lord Jesus, our hearts and minds to 

your presence in the world of your love’s creat-

ing. Forbid that we should stumble through this 

day oblivious to the wonder in the ordinary. 

With your grace startle us into faith’s percep-

tion of your continuing creation in our lives.  

Amen.  Let it be. (Richard John Niehaus) 

 

This is the Season of Wonder, if we 

allow ourselves to see, hear and experience 

afresh the good gifts of a good God, “and to 

hear again the message of the Angels, and in 

heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and 

see this thing which is come to pass, and the 

Babe lying in a Manger.”  (Bidding Prayer for the 

Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols.) 

My prayer for each of us is that we see 

this Advent season, not as a mad month long 

rush, but a time of deliberate spiritual prepara-

tion for wonder.  Preparing us to experience 

the birth of the Son of God at Christmas afresh 

and anew in a way that impacts us not just for 

one day, or for a season, but in the living of our 

daily lives for the other 364 days and for every 

season of our life.   Like a transformed 

Ebenezer Scrooge, may we this year too, “Keep 

Christmas well”. 

On behalf of my family, Diane, Sam and 

Luc, may yours be a blessed Christmas, with 

every good wish for the New year. 

Rev. Dave+ 
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St. Martin’s People: The Proctor Family 
 

My name is Zach Proctor and 

I’d like to thank St. Martin’s for 

this opportunity to share with 

you a little about our family, 

which includes Logan (4), No-

elle (5), Wyatt (8), and my 

lovely wife, Kristin (ageless).  

For those of you who don’t 

know us yet, you eventually 

will because upon moving to 

Minnesota last year, my cousin 

from Minnetonka gave me a 

piece of advice to combat the 

rather Nordic approach to so-

cial assimilation around these 

parts (or “Minnesota nice” if 

you prefer).  A carpenter by 

trade, he said wisely, “Zach, 

just keep showing up.”   

 And we did keep 

showing up.  Here and there.  

Neighborhood gatherings. The 

beach.  Hockey and Church 

(which many Minnesotans 

we’ve come to learn consider 

one in the same).  And we’re 

so glad we found St. Martin’s-

by-the-Lake.  It is a gem; a faith 

community rich in spirit and 

grace.  This holiday season we 

are particularly grateful to have 

C all for Ves-

try Nominations 

The Vestry 

serves as the governing 

body of the Church chaired 

by our Wardens and the 

Rector, Rev, Dave.  The 

Rector is charged with the 

spiritual oversight of the 

congregation with primary 

responsibility for worship, 

ministries, and staffing 
while the Vestry is respon-

sible to see that our minis-

tries and facilities are re-

sourced for a healthy and 

effective Church.  Together 

Rector and Vestry serve 

God in the fulfilling our 

mission. The Nominating 

Committee, Vestry mem-

bers whose terms will end 

after three years, will cre-

ate a slate of candidates to 

be elected at our Annual 

Meeting in 2015.  They will 

meet in early January. The 

positions to be filled are 

for: 

1)    Three new members 

of the Vestry for three 

year terms 

2)    Jr Warden to serve 

one year as Junior and then 

one year as Senior Warden 

3)    Two new members of 

the Finance Committee to 

serve two years. 

4)    Two Episcopal Church 

in Minnesota Diocesan 

Convention Delegates 

Please prayerfully consid-
er if you would be willing 

to serve in one of these 

areas and contact Rev. 

Dave.   

—Alison Humphrey 
 

been welcomed here by you.  

The kids love it (great children’s 

programs) and both the liturgical 

and theological approach is eve-

rything I’ve come to cherish 

about the Episcopal Church.   

 Speaking of which, both 

Kristin and I come from a Cath-

olic tradition, though for the 

most part I was raised at Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Boston.  

We met in California where we 

both did our undergraduate de-

grees at Pepperdine University 

in Malibu.  Originally from Min-

nesota, Kristin grew up in San 

Diego.  The kids were all born in 

Southern California.   

 We now live in 

Deephaven.  Noelle and Wyatt 

are both in Spanish immersion at 

Deephaven Elementary 

(Kindergarten and 2nd grade re-

spectively).  Logan attends Oro-

no Montessori.  Hockey, soccer, 

baseball, and figure skating keep 

them active and out of trouble.  

They have all become true Min-

nesotans in a very short period 

of time as they consider anything 

above 15 degrees warm enough 

to shed their jackets.   

 For work, Kristin is an 

attorney at Winthrop & Wein-

stine in Minneapolis.  I develop 

international beverage brands 

with specialty platforms in 

Australia and Canada.  

 Kristin and I will be 

married 10 years in January.  

Our wedding was held on 

the Caribbean island of Anti-

gua and we were fortunate 

enough to have the service 

performed by Errol Brooks, 

the Bishop of the Anglican 

Diocese of North East Car-

ibbean and Aruba.  It is one 

of my fondest memories…

steel drums playing, my 

beautiful bride walking to-

wards me down a stone path 

to a peninsular gazebo, and 

Bishop Brooks soaking us 

with a liberal does of Holy 

Water from an antique ves-

sel. 

 To be candid, I 

roped Kristin into the Epis-

copal Church.  I’m definitely 

the theological geek in our 

family.   I’m a big C.S. Lewis 

fan.  I attended Holy Trinity 

Brompton—home of the 

Alpha Course— while study-

ing in London; indeed, St. 

Martin’s excellent “Praise 

Band” reminds me of the 

wonderful music program 

and services designed to cap-

ture youthful imaginations at 

Brompton.   

Navigate  Youth Annual 

Christmas-Advent-ure 

Party Sunday 

We’ll meet at 

the Reymann’s @ 6:30, 
Dec. 14th for food, fun, 

and fellowship. And don’t 

forget the “White Ele-

phant Gift” exchange. 

(Anything, and we mean 

anything, that’s in good 

taste, $4 and under that 

you can wrap. Better 

yet—make that gift!) 
 

Greening of the Church: 

A Community Event! 

Advent is a season of waiting 

for the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth at Christmas, both in 

our worship and in our lives, 

until Advent IV (Dec. 21st). 

Then, Bam! The Church will 

be “greened” in true Anglican 

tradition, and fully decorated 

for Christmas. The whole 

community, and all ages, is 

invited for a Greening of the 

Church Potluck and Party on 

Sunday, Dec. 21st following 

the 10:30 service. First we 

eat, then we decorate (all 

decorations supplied!). Carols 

will be play, cider will be 

mulled, and fun will be had by 

all. (For the Potluck: A-I: Sal-

 
Vestry News 

...Your faith, your family, your values!  

ads; J-R: Main-Course; S -Z: 

Desserts. Hot Cider provid-

ed!) 

 

St. Martin’s Christmas 

Open House 

The whole St. Martin’s com-

munity, children and teens 

too,  is invited to be our 

guests to celebrate this joy-

ous season, Sunday, Dec. 

21st from 5:00-8:00pm.  Held 

at the Honour’s home, 1725 

Bohns Point Rd, Wayzata, 

MN, 55391, please RSVP to 

the e-mail invite, or by con-

tacting the Church Of-

fice: (952) 471-8429. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

10:30 a.m. A Quiet Christ-

mas Eve Service  

Traditional Worship Service, 

with Organ and Carols.  

 

4:00 p.m. Family Christ-

mas Eve Service  

Family Christmas Eve Worship 

Service - During our Family 

Christmas Eve service, we will 

be collecting items for out-

reach. Please bring baby items 

(bottles, receiving blankets, 

formula) canned food, mittens 

(all ages) and leave with Mar-

tha Mason, Coordinator for  

 

  Anchor Here... 

Christmas Pageant  2013             Shepherds          Mary, mother of Jesus                                         

St. Martin’s Mission 
Because we believe the Gos-
pel, renews, transforms  and 
changes lives, St. Martin’s by 
the Lake is a vibrant Chris-
tian community welcoming 
all to worship our God, grow 
our faith and love our world.   
 

 

 

Children's and Family Minis-

tries. Then join us for this  

meaningful service where we 

celebrate the birth of our 

Lord. 

 

Choral Eucharist Christ-

mas Eve Service  

9:30 p.m. Christmas Prel-

ude 

10:00 p.m. Service   

Choral Eucharist Worship 

Service. 

   

Christmas Day Service 

10:30 a.m.  The Rev. Cindy 

Hillger will preach and cele-

brate a Deacon’s Mass from 

the reserved sacra-

ment.   Traditional Worship 

Service, with Organ and Car-

ols.  

 

A Festival of Nine Les-

sons and Carols 

Sun. December 28th 10:30 

a.m.  We will combine to one 

service, to enjoy the now 

almost 100 year old tradition 

of the reading of the nine 

scripture lessons of Christ-

mas with familiar Christmas 

Carols.   

 

 
 
 

WeCAN Adopt-A-Family 

Giving Tree 

Thank you to everyone who 

made a donation to the 

Adopt-A-Family Giving Tree 

and for passing the blessings 

and the wonder of the season 

along to others in need!  

 

December Adult  

Forum Series: A Religious 

Perspective on Middle 

Easter Conflict 

We are very fortunate indeed 

to welcome  faculty from St. 

Olaf College, to offer a reli-

gious perspective on Middle 

Eastern conflicts.  On. Dec. 

7th, Dr.  Eric Lund will ad-

dress, "How is Religion a Fac-

tor in Middle East Conflicts?” 

The following Sunday, 

Dr. Ibtesam Al Atiyat will ad-

dress,  "Women, Religion and 

Politics in the Middle East."  

 

Christmas Pageant & Pot-

luck Dinner  4p.m. Sun. 

Dec. 14th  

Looking for a way to help our 

SPLASH program? Bring a 

dish for the annual Pageant 

Potluck on December 14. 

Enjoy the show at 4 pm then 

stay for a fun and festive din-

ner. Contact Martha Mason 

to let her know what you will 

be bring-

ing  (marthamason@stmartins

bylake.org). We look forward 

to seeing you.  

 


